《Box’s Commentary on Nahum》(Charles Box)
Commentator

Charles has served the congregation of Walnut Street Church of Christ in Greenville, Alabama faithfully since November 16, 1986. He is a graduate of Alabama Christian College (Now Faulkner University), and he has a Master's degree in Bible from Alabama Christian School of Religion (now Southern Christian University).

Charles has been and is still actively involved in mission work. He has helped to establish and/or strengthen congregations of the church of Christ on the island of Aruba, and in Guyana, South America. He has also traveled to India and other parts of the world spreading the word of Christ.

He has helped developed simple Bible study lessons to be used in personal evangelism. One series of lessons is titled "Back to the Bible." This is a great study, and teaches one how to become a Christian and how to live a Christian life, doing so God's way.

Note: While there are commentaries on 26 books of the Bible, not all chapters and verses have comments.
00 Introduction 

Nahum - The Almost Forgotten Book
- Nahum-
One small, almost forgotten book in the Old Testament is the book of Nahum. This little Book has only three chapters and 47 verses. The book of Nahum deals with the fall of Nineveh. This makes this book a sequel to the book of Jonah. Therefore, the book of Nahum should be studied along with the book of Jonah. When Jonah preached to Nineveh mercy was shown. The people repented and God spared their nation. Later the people of Nineveh became so rebellious against God that they were beyond His mercy. Now they would face His judgment as a nation and the destruction would be final.

Nahum gives the account of what happened to Nineveh when they failed to keep their promises to God. He begins with the truths earlier expressed in Exodus 34:6-7. "And the Lord passed before him and proclaimed, "The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abounding in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children and the children"s children to the third and the fourth generation."
God, in the brief book of Nahum, gave a vivid description of the overthrow of Nineveh. He said that "with an overrunning flood He will make an utter end of the place." (Nahum 1:8) "While they are drunken as drunkards, they shall be devoured as stubble fully dry." (Nahum 1:10) They would have no protection because "the gates of thy land shall be set wide open unto thine enemies: the fire shall devour thy bars." (Nahum 3:13) Nineveh would never recover because, "there is no healing of thy bruise." (Nahum 3:19) The city would be taken with ease, like shaking ripe figs into the mouth of the eater. (Nahum 3:12)

Other great lessons learned from the book of Nahum are in the verse comments:

01 Chapter 1 

Verse 1-2
God is a jealous God -- Nahum 1:1-2 : God is pictured both as a jealous God and as an avenger against wrong doers. "God is jealous, and the Lord avenges; The Lord will take vengeance on His adversaries, And He reserves wrath for His enemies." (Nahum 1:2) God is jealous for honor and glory, and for worship and for His statute to be carried out. He will not give His glory to another, nor allow His praise to be given to graven images. He is jealous for His people, and cannot bear to see them injured. The Lord is a jealous God and avenging; the Lord avenges and He is full of wrath against the disobedient. The Lord takes vengeance on His adversaries and reserves wrath for His enemies. God withholds His wrath for a while but does not forget the wrong done to Him or to His people.

Verses 3-5
God is a patient God but there is a limit to His patience -- Nahum 1:3-5 : "The Lord is slow to anger and great in power, And will not at all acquit the wicked. The Lord has His way in the whirlwind and in the storm, And the clouds are the dust of His feet." (Nahum 1:3) He is not in haste to execute His wrath; He takes time for it, and gives men opportunity for repentance. God is able to execute the wrath He threatens, and will by no means clear the guilty, or let them go free and unpunished; though He moves slowly. The wrath of God is not just some small thing. Nahum speaks of it as something that has furry in it. Deuteronomy 29:28 provides an intense picture of the wrath of the Almighty. "And the Lord rooted them out of their land in anger, and in wrath, and in great indignation, and cast them into another land, as it is this day."

Verses 6-9
God is so powerful that sinners cannot stand before Him -- Nahum 1:6-9 : Nahum asked, "Who can stand before His indignation? And who can endure the fierceness of His anger? His fury is poured out like fire, And the rocks are thrown down by Him." (Nahum 1:6) These words are much like those written by Isaiah. "What will you do in the day of punishment, And in the desolation which will come from afar? To whom will you flee for help?" (Isaiah 10:3) Humanity must come to recognize the power of God. "Cry out and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion: for great is the Holy One of Israel in the midst of thee." (Isaiah 12:6) No creature whatever; no man nor body of men; not Nineveh, and the inhabitants of it; nor the whole Assyrian empire: can abide in the fierceness of His anger? God's fury is poured out like fire of lightning poured out of the heavens, which is quick, powerful, and penetrating, and there is no resisting it. Who can stand before His indignation? Those that trust in God are able to avoid His wrath. The prophet provides a powerful contrast between the friends of God and the enemies of God. His friends trust in Him and He knows them. But, darkness shall pursue his enemies. (Nahum 1:7-8)

Verses 10-15
God is a God that expects us to keep our promises -- Nahum 1:10-15 : During the days of Jonah the people of Nineveh promised to leave sin and serve God. They did not keep their promises and the pay was destruction. (Romans 6:23) They should have performed their vows that they had made when in distress. At the close of the first chapter Nahum contrasted the comfort that belongs to those that are faithful to God with the utter ruin of His enemies. "Behold upon the mountains the feet of him that bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace! O Judah, keep thy solemn feasts, perform thy vows: for the wicked shall no more pass through thee; he is utterly cut off." (Nahum 1:15) Reference is made to this same thought in Isaiah 52:7 and Romans 10:15. The person that led the rebellion against God was Sennacherib. In 2 Kings 19:22-23 we learn that he reproached and blasphemed God. He reproached the Holy One of Israel. God had used the Assyrians to punish His people. Sennacherib and the Assyrian people had been exceedingly wicked in their dealing with the people of God. Now with the destruction of Nineveh Assyria"s power would be gone! God promised, "out of the house of thy gods will I cut off the graven image and the molten image: I will make thy grave; for thou art vile." (Nahum 1:14) Not only would the Assyrian king and his country be cut off, but the false gods that they worshipped would perish.

Nahum teaches us that God is the sovereign ruler of the universe and that He is our only hope for deliverance. Only our sin stands in the way of many blessings from the hand of our benevolent Creator.

02 Chapter 2 
Introduction
The Lord Was Against Nineveh
- Nahum Two -
God had used Nineveh as His rod to chastise His people, Israel. Now He sends a warning by his prophet that someone was coming to attack and scatter Nineveh. He told them to (1) Guard their fortresses! (2) Watch the road! (3) Be brave! And to (4) Prepare for battle! What a strong prophecy. God told Nineveh to use all possible means of defense; but He warned that it would all be in vain. God"s people had been sufficiently chastised and now the Lord is going to restore their power and glory. Fear would fill the hearts of Nineveh in the day of attack when they observed the red shields of the enemy and their uniforms of crimson. The chariots were flashing with metal as preparations were made for battle and the invading soldiers were brandishing their long spears of fir; they were ready for battle.

The Lord was against Nineveh. In vivid details God described the siege and capture of Nineveh. When the enemies came their horses pranced, and their armed chariots darted around like lightning. They ran to and fro and jostled one against another. The king called his nobles to defend Nineveh. In their haste they stumbled over each other as they tried in futility to prepare to defend the city. Nahum even envisioned the invader opening the dam gates on the Tigris River and flooding the city. Nahum even saw the palace washed away. Assyria had destroyed many cities, palaces, and temples, and now they would reap what they had sown. When Nineveh was carried away her women would make mournful sounds and beat their breasts like doves that cooed and flapped their wings

The people of Nineveh would run as their city was flooded with water and none would stop to defend her. The invading solders would plunder Nineveh of her vast wealth. The invading army would empty Nineveh of her treasures, and it would become a desolate wasteland. Nineveh would be like a lion"s feeding ground for the Assyrians. Lions killed only what they needed for food. The Assyrians killed simply because they were vicious toward their enemies. Nothing could be worse than the fate of Nineveh. The Almighty God was against them.

Verses 1-4
The battle is set against Nineveh -- Nahum 2:1-4 : This horrible destruction was to come against Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian Empire. They were encouraged to prepare for what they were about to face. Those that had scattered so many others would now be scattered themselves. David wrote, "Let God arise, let his enemies be scattered: let them also that hate him flee before him." (Psalms 68:1) They were told to keep the munitions or military equipment, watch the road, gird their loins; collect together all their strength." They had crushed other and now it was their turn to be afraid. They would be repaid for their cruelty against God"s people. The plunderers had stripped everything from the people of God. Now God restored the majesty of Jacob as the majesty of Israel. God gave Judah the opportunity to prosper as a nation again.

The Babylonian army that would invade Assyria was mighty and strong. The red and scarlet has reference to the appearance of their implements of war. The army was an imposing sight. The chariots would move with such speed in the streets that the swords that were attached to the wheels would appear to be flaming torches. They would be so many in number that they would bump into one another. The Assyrians would come waving their lances, ready for battle.

Verses 5-7
Resistance to the invasion is futile -- Nahum 2:5-7 : The watchmen of Nineveh would announce to the king that they enemy was approaching. Preparation would be made for the battle but it would do no good. Nineveh had a large and strong army, but God was against them. The officers run to defend the walls, but in their haste they stumble in their armor. Once they reach the wall a defense is prepared. However, their efforts were all in vain. The invading army opened the river gates and flooded the city in order to enter and destroy the city and the palace.

The flooding of the city and the destruction of the palace should make them recognize that God is against them. They had taken spoils from many nations that they had plundered in battle. Now their palace, the city and their nation would be destroyed. Huzzab like was a figurative expression for the place where the palace stood. Those that cared for the palace would be lead away in mourning and despair.

Verses 8-10
Nineveh was plundered -- Nahum 2:8-10 : Nineveh is pictured as a large pool of water. This was true because of the many people that were there. The cry for the people was "Stand, Stand!" Instead the people fled in fear and desperation. All hope was gone because God was against them. The pool of people was emptying. Many today are just as they were. They feel that they can ignore God and still be safe and protected from any punishment. The sad truth is that many will learn too late that they should have obeyed God. They only way to prepare for the future is to walk with God.

There was much wealth in the city of Nineveh. The invaders would plunder and take a great store of goods. The only advantage that the people of Nineveh received from the invaders stopping to plunder the city was that more of them had time to escape with their lives. "Nineveh is doomed! Destroyed! Her people tremble with fear; their faces turn pale." Nineveh was empty of inhabitants and of all its treasures. Nineveh had destroyed other cities and now they reap what they have sown.

Verses 11-13
The destruction of Nineveh will be complete -- Nahum 2:11-13 : The leaders of Nineveh are compared to lions. They had been very savage in their treatment of others. Many people had fallen prey to their cruel treatment. They had shown no mercy and now they would receive no mercy. Jesus said, "Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy." (Matthew 5:7) If you show no mercy then you will receive no mercy. The gods of idolatry had failed to provide help for Nineveh. The splendor, wealth, glory and power would all be destroyed.

The Almighty said to Nineveh, "Behold, I am against thee, saith the LORD of hosts, and I will burn her chariots in the smoke, and the sword shall devour thy young lions: and I will cut off thy prey from the earth, and the voice of thy messengers shall no more be heard." (Nahum 2:13) People had streamed through the gates of Nineveh for centuries to destroy others. Now all those messengers are dead. There is no one to go out through the gate. Literally, what a man sows he will reap. "Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting." (Galatians 6:7-8)

03 Chapter 3 
Introduction
Nineveh Is Laid Waste
- Nahum Three -
Nahum said Nineveh would face horrible punishment because, (1) They killed people or they were a bloody city, (2) They were guilty of telling lies, and (3) They robbed people and took things that were not theirs. (Nahum 3:1) The attack would be marked with cracking whips, churning wheels, galloping horses, noisy chariots and the army attacking with flashing swords and spears. So many soldiers would be killed in Nineveh they would stumble over piles of dead bodies. (Nahum 3:2-3) Nineveh was condemned for the evil practices of spiritual whoredom and witchcraft.

God was against Nineveh. People would see how evil they were. They would face a scornful end. God, in the brief book of Nahum, gave a vivid description of the overthrow of Nineveh. He said that "with an overrunning flood He will make an utter end of the place." (Nahum 1:8) "While they are drunken as drunkards, they shall be devoured as stubble fully dry." (Nahum 1:10) They would have no protection because "the gates of thy land shall be set wide open unto thine enemies: the fire shall devour thy bars." (Nahum 3:13) Nineveh would never recover because, "there is no healing of thy bruise." (Nahum 3:19) The city would be taken with ease, like shaking ripe figs into the mouth of the eater. (Nahum 3:12) Nineveh would have many soldiers, but it would avail nothing. Nineveh was fatally wounded. There was no hope for them. When other"s heard the news of Nineveh"s downfall they would cheer because of the constant cruelty and all the ways Nineveh had caused pain for others.

Verses 1-7
Nineveh"s terrible ungodliness -- Nahum 3:1-7 : Nineveh was the capital of crime and evil. It was a city of murder and treachery. It was doomed because of its wickedness. Their practice of preying upon the helpless and weak never ceased. This was a bloody city that showed no mercy. God described the "woe" that would come upon this wicked city. There would be a strong and deceive military attack against. It would involve cracking whips, churning wheels; galloping horses and roaring chariots. The soldiers would attack with swords and spears flashing. The battle would be so decisive that the soldiers would stumble over piles of the dead bodies of their fellow soldiers.

God set forth the reasons why this awful fate had befallen Nineveh. They had practiced whoredom. The word is used here in the spiritual sense to describe the abominable evils of idolatry. They would use witchcraft to defraud nations out of their possessions. The All-Powerful God was against Nineveh. She would be exposed to the gaze of the world. They would easily be able to observe his corruption. Nineveh would become a gazingstock. Her true, vile spiritual condition would be known by all. God had said, "She is empty, and void, and waste: and the heart melteth, and the knees smite together, and much pain is in all loins, and the faces of them all gather blackness." (Nahum 2:10) Those that see what happened to Nineveh would shout with joy. There would be none willing to mourn or to give her comfort.

Verses 8-11
Nineveh compared to others -- Nahum 3:8-11 : "Art thou better than populous No?" (Nahum 3:8) No is another name for Thebes. Thebes was a notable city in Egypt. The Nile River was its wall of defense. If No could be overthrown then Nineveh should not feel so confident in resisting their invaders. No or Thebes had many resources. Yet they were overcome by Assyria. Now it is Nineveh"s turn to face similar destruction. No"s large population did not save her from destruction. She trusted the mighty power of Ethiopia and Egypt; the nations of Put and Libya were her allies. No did not lack support, but she still was overthrown.

No or Thebes was a great city yet, she was humiliated carried away. She was captured and taken to a foreign country. Her people were murdered on the street corners. The members of her royal family were sold at auction. Her great men or the high court officials were bound in chains. Just as surely as the city of No was overthrown so now it is Nineveh"s turn to face destruction and ruin. Nineveh would get drunk and try to hide from her enemy. She would seek help but it would do no good. All of these efforts would be in vain.

Verses 12-15
Nineveh"s strong holds are weak -- Nahum 3:12-15 : The invading army would take Nineveh with the greatest of ease. God said, "Your fortresses are fig trees with ripe figs. Merely shake the trees, and fruit will fall into every open mouth." The fortified places in the city would fall easily into the hands of the invading army. Their army would be no stronger than if it was a group of women with no training for battle. As a result their army would be weak and the gates of the land would be thrown wide open to the enemies. The fire of the enemy will devour the bars or fasteners on the gates.

God told Nineveh that she will need all the preparation she can make for the battle. Nineveh would be under attack. They were to draw extra water, fortify their strong holds and Start making bricks! In spite of all the preparation that was made for battle the fire would devour them and the sword would cut them off. The people of Nineveh would make themselves as numerous as like a swarm of locusts, yet they would be destroyed.

Verses 16-19
Nineveh"s leaders are weak -- Nahum 3:16-19 : These verses describe the utter defeat of Nineveh, the capital of Assyria. There is neither the possibility that the nation might be spared or restored. Destruction was certain. Nineveh was strong from the standpoint of business and political interests. More merchants were in your city than there are stars in the sky. The invading army would be like locusts that eat everything and then fly away. In Nahum 3:17, Nahum said Nineveh"s army officers would flee rather than fight. "Your guards and your officials are swarms of locusts. On a chilly day they settle on a fence, but when the sun comes out, they take off to who-knows-where."
The subject of the last verses of Nahum remains the same, the utter destruction of Nineveh. There is no possibility of restoration. It is too late for Assyria. Her officials and leaders sleep the eternal sleep. The people will be scattered in the mountains as sheep without a shepherd. Nineveh, the Assyrian capital, a most powerful city would suffer a wound that would never heal. Nineveh would be punished for her inhumane treatment of Israel. The Assyrian empire never recovered from the defeat. Nineveh would hurt for a little while and then fall. They were reaping what they had sown. Nineveh fell in 612 BC. Assyria collapsed in 608. The entire world at that time had suffered under the yoke of Assyria. Now the world rejoices that Assyria is destroyed!

Let us learn that those that serve God are blessed and those that rebel face certain and severe punishment.

